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B Responsive to communication(s) filed on Auq23, 1999 

in accordance with the practice under Exparfe C.a 11, O.G. ^ 

A shortened statutory period for response to this ^action is set to expire > ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

,onger, from the mailing date of this commun, at, on be obtained under the provisions of 

application to become abandoned. (35 U.S.C. § i-W). txiensi 

37 CFR 1.136(a). 

Disposition of Claim 

gg Claim(s) and 22-33 



Of the above, claim(s 
□ Claim(s) 




_ is/are pending in the applicat 

is/are withdrawn from consideration 

is/are allowed, 
is/are rejected, 
is/are objected to. 



T^aLd Notice - Dra^erson, Patent Dra»in g Review, PTO,4 8 

. /xlilarfnn is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

n The drawinq(s) f led on 

UThearawingi ; is □ approved Disapproved. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

P ^A« °< * ^ * r f0rei9n Pri ° rity Under 35 ' S § been 

□ All [3ome* ®>ne of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

n received in Application No (Series Code/Serial Number) ■ 

□ received ,n tnis national stage application ,,om tne Internationa, Bureau (PCT Ruie , 7.2(a), 

♦Certified copies not received: 



□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e). 
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□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review. PTO-948 

□ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152 
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Claims 4-10 and 22-33 are under consideration by the examiner. 

Applicant's arguments filed 8/23/99 have been folly considered but they are no. persuasive. 

Claims 4-7, 22, 24-25, and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, firs, paragraph, as 
con.ain.ng subject matter which was no. described in the specification in such a way as to 
reason* convey to one skiUed in the relevant art .hat the inventory), a, the time the application 
was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. This is a written description rejection. 

This rejection is maintained for reasons of record. Applicant's arguments are no. 
persuasive and no. consonan, wi.h the case law se, forth in the prior Office actions. 

Claims 4-10 and 22-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, firs, paragraph, as containing 
subject matter which was no, described in the specification in such a way as to enab.e one skiUed 
,„ ,he ar, to which i, pertains, or wi,h which i, is mos, nearly conneced, ,o make and/or use ,he 

invention. 

This rejection is ma,n,aineo for reasons of record. Applicant's arguments with respect to 
production of antibodies ,o farther characterize the protein are circular and no, persuasive. The 
Eb e„dal dec!ara,ion remains unpersuasive as i, uses materials and me*ods no, known a, the time 
of ,he invention and es,ablishes activities no, contemplated for GDF-1 nor any other TOF 
superfamily member a. the time of the invention as se, forth in tire prior Office action. 
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THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 

policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date 

of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
should be directed to Marianne P. Allen, whose telephone number is (703) 308-0666. The 
banter can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Anthony Caputa, PlvD . , can be reached on (703) 308-3995. Official FAX communions may 
be directed to either (703) 308-4242 or (703) 305-3014. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of application should be 
directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0196. 
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